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At first glance, 2022 did not bring the much hoped 
for relief after the pandemic left the world in turmoil. 
COVID continued to affect millions of people and its 
destabilizing effects were felt across the world.  With 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February things 
seemed to take a turn for the worse.  In Bulgaria, it 
stirred unhealed traumas and revealed the depth of 
our political and ideological divides. The world 
seemed to move further into uncertainty as we 
headed to the polls for a 4th time in 18 months. The 
economic and political pressures seemed to 
compound as Karlovo experienced floods that left 
many homeless, while globally climate change left 
Thymes dry and Europe facing record breaking heat 
and drought. 

In these times of calamity and uncertainty, it is 
much easier to be a critic than a celebrator and a 
conspirator rather than a seeker of complex 
solutions.  In fact, the pandemic brought on 
unprecedented medical and scientific advances.  
The war in Ukraine made not just us, but the world 
acutely aware of how fragile peace can be and how 
one person’s decisions can impact us all. It 
reminded us that we have a shared responsibility to 
be good stewards of a delicate balance that extends 
beyond politics to our planet. The passing of Queen 
Elizabeth, just like COVID, brought into question our 
“maps and models of the universe, both inner and 
outer” and tested them against the raw input of 
reality.  It is precisely at the intersectionality of these 
old and emergent realities that the Foundation 
continued its work. We completed a series of films 
celebrating the rich legacy and contributions made 
by some of the most generous Bulgarians, which 
helped to shape and advance our society. While 
honoring our past, we continued to push for much 
needed reforms in healthcare and succeeded in 
amending Ordinance No. 8 on Preventive 
examinations and dispensation, which means that 
people with a family history of colon cancer can get 
free colonoscopies. 

Our work towards supporting our education system 
in creating environments that can develop the social 
emotional skills of children and honor the needs of 

educators received international recognition by 
being cited in the multinational scientific review 
EU-Self which conducted a systematic assessment 
of 59 programs. 

We continued to hone in our human centered 
approach, which reflects many of the questions that 
emerged as a result of COVID as to how we live our 
lives, interact with each other and acknowledge the 
humanity in all of us. We created and ran a human 
centered design workshop in order to introduce the 
model to our NGO partners. 

COVID’s supply chain interruptions and the looming 
energy crisis created by both Russia’s aggression 
and global warming, made us focus on the 
interconnectedness between us.  We explored 
sustainable funding models, donor collaborations 
and the introduction of unrestricted core financing in 
an effort to uplift, support and stabilize the 
organizations we all depend on.  We ended the year 
by finalizing our Child Protection strategy which 
maps out ways to ensure the wellbeing of children at 
their most vulnerable- when they are engaging with 
our courts. 

Most importantly, valuable partnerships and 
collaborators continued to join us in furthering the 
mission of our patron Lachezar Tsotsorkov to leave 
the world a better place.  Through the ups and the 
downs of 2022, we remained steadfast in pursuing 
our goals and living our values, but also afforded 
ourselves the sometimes uncomfortable luxury of 
flexibility and adaptability so we can hold on to what 
has served us well while continuously evolving to 
meet the complex realities we face. Our 
achievements remain collective and we are grateful 
to all the support, guidance and hard work of which 
we continue to be benefactors. 

Address by the
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Summarized results
Territorial scope
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Pravets

Slashten Smilian

Gorna
Malina

Zverino

Nikola Vaptsarov Drama Theater Blagoevgrad

Adventure Films Sofia

Edmond Demirjian Foundation Sofia

Kvadrat 500 Sofia

Edno Culture and Arts Foundation Plovdiv

Voice of the children Foundation Sofia

Panagyurishte Historical Museum Panagyurishte

UPI BG Country-wide

Bulgarian Film Institute Sofia

Gallery „Struktura” Sofia

Musiz Foundation Sofia

National Student Home Sofia

Bulgarian Women's Fund Sofia

Midwest Ltd. Country-wide

Hot Potato Ltd. Sofia

We Can Together Foundation Sofia

 Shared Learning Association “ELA” Slashten, Medkovets,
Gorna Malina

Awarded in the "Protect the Good"
campaign

Sofia, Plovdiv, Varna, Lom,
Panagyurishte, Belovo,
Pravets, Tryavna, Montana,
Silistra, Blagoevgrad,
Dobrich, Stara Zagora,
Rakovski, Karlovo,
Novi Pazar, Ruse, Burgas,
Aytos Tsotsorkov Rod Foundation Panagyurishte

Space patrol/The Game Shumen
Media Literacy Coalition Sofia, Lom, Kyustendil, Haskovo,

Burgas, Vidin, Veliko Tarnovo, Shymen,
Stara Zagora, Pernik, Ruse, Ravda,
Targovishte, Plovdiv, Silistra

Telerik Panagyurishte

Fulbright Panagyurishte

Americal University in Bulgaria Blagoevgrad

Community center "Gradishte - 1907" Svoge

A World Without Borders Stara Zagora, Smilyan

Tempo Foundation, Parents Association,
"Soap, hot water and emotional intelligence"
project

Oryahovo, Sofia

Crime Prevention Fund - IGA Pazardzhik
FICE Zverino

Ravnovesie Association Chernomorets, Ravna Gora
SEUR Getia Pontica  Shabla, Kavarna

Via Humanica Association Pavlikeni

Strength of Deaf Children Association Sofia
Zona Semeistvo Association Teteven, Ribaritsa

Bulgarian Oncological Society Sofia

Limfedem Bulgarian Association Vidin

Pilot Screening Program -
colon cancer

Sofia



We hired a Project Manager for our "Social-Emotional Learning" project and a Program Coordinator 
for our Education department; 

Mr. Dimitar Tsotsorkov was honored with the Mr. Economy award for 2022;

Our team took part of the following professional development trainings: Improving presentation 
skills; How to give a successful interview; Behavior on camera; Communicating with the media; The 
media in Bulgaria; Leadership Academy; Therapeutic approaches in children and young people with 
traumatic losses; Human Centered Design in digital communication; Human Centered design - 
prototyping; 

We developed and led two trainings 1) Intro to Human Centered Design and 2) Communications for 
relationship building, which was conducted in partnership with Telerik School Academy;

We took part in various events, including "Learn to donate" - BDF; presentation of the annual awards 
of the NGO portal; annual meetings of the Bulgarian Donor Forum and the America for Bulgaria 
Foundation; Rise-up Bulgaria - Changemakers; International conference on the EU-SELF project; the 
conference “Social and emotional education, technology and project-based learning - an overall 
school approach”;

For the colorectal cancer screening and prevention campaign, we reached over 300,000 people on 
social media, we were covered in 17 media publications with over 70,000 views, and campaign 
information appeared on 230 billboards and 720 radio broadcasts. We popularized the campaign 
and the need for regular disease prevention with interviews on leading radio and television shows. 

We leave 2022 as the year marked by the launch of the Pilot Campaign for the Prevention and Screening 
of Colorectal Cancer; deployment of the social-emotional education program; support of numerous cultural 
projects and the foundation of two of the Foundation's focus areas - "Child Protection" and "Promotion of 
Philanthropy". Together we have achieved a lot this year.
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Focus areas

146 000

22Number of Projects Supported: 

30Locations:

Number of Direct Beneficiaries: 

Program results:
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Healthcare

Education
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Child protection 

Discretionary
funding

Fostering Philantropy
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Total funds donated:

1,562,435.17

Financial summary



Throughout 2022 the Foundation continued working 
actively on its Education program with a focus on 
Social and Emotional Learning. The fourteen projects 
funded in 2021 at eighty different locations were 
completed mid-year producing a set of eleven 
resources for teaching social and emotional skills in 
school along with another three intended for parents, 
community centre workers and kindergarten 
teachers. The Keys to Success Report offers a 
summary of our experience in implementing the 
project and the support provided by the Foundation. 
Our analysis identified the potential to add value to 
our beneficiaries by offering supervision, project 
logframe design and external expert evaluation along 
with funding.  

"The project team success is measured by the 
change in the behaviour of children who are now 
inclined to seek alternative solutions to problem 
situations on their own. That effectively demonstrates 
they have developed social and emotional skills, 
taken responsibility for their behaviour and use new 
approaches to restore relationships harmed in a 
conflict." (Family Zone Association)

"As we talk to children about human virtues and how 
to translate those into action, we delve deeper into a 
child's soul. We find sadness and joy in their hearts. I 
have seen what pain and happiness in life mean to 
them. We get closer. The class is more close-knit now, 
almost everyone shows care and concern for their 
classmates together with willingness to help each 
other. They are considerate to different children in the 
group."  (Valentina Hristova, senior elementary 
teacher at “Georgi Raychev” Elementary School, Stara 
Zagora)

The resources created together with schools informed 
our efforts to develop an overall Social and Emotional 
Education Programme for the primary education 
stage. Its content is being created by a drafting party 
of experts in primary education. 

We have started designing and developing the first 
Bulgarian assessment tool for social and emotional 
skills of children aged 6 to 11 years. That will be a 
digital tool allowing children to independently solve 
various cases involving human emotions, 
relationships, judgment and decision-making skills.

We have initiated important partnerships:

The Ministry of Education and Science recognised the 
importance of teaching social and emotional skills;

The Centre for Preschool and School Education 
Research will conduct the first Bulgarian study on 
social and emotional skills among students, funded 
fully by the Lachezar Tsotsorkov Foundation and 
managed by the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development in Europe;

Researchers from the New Bulgarian University in 
Sofia and the Medical University in Varna develop 
Bulgaria's first tool for direct assessment of social and 
emotional skills of children aged 6 to 11 years;

The Bulgarian Union of Teachers with whom we 
signed a Memorandum of cooperation in the field of 
social and emotional education and a pilot program 
for primary schools.
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We complete the year by actively preparing for 2023, 
when the Social and Emotional Education Program 
for primary education stage will be piloted in several 
schools across the country, while the social and 
emotional skills assessment tool will be tested among 
children aged 6 to 11 years.

In 2021 and 2002 our projects reached:

`

Media Literacy
We supported the Media Literacy Coalition’s Media 
Literacy Online – Lifelong Learning programme in 
designing three trainings intended for:
- adults 55+;
- mentors;
- trainers of trainers.
Six journalists completed the ToT programme and 
conducted 19 media literacy trainings for a total of 461 
mentors and adults 55+ in over 15 locations.

Gamification
Space Patrol, the first Bulgarian mobile educational 
game, has become a prime example of game-based 
learning. The game was created by the team of 
Kvaba Ltd. to help teachers in responding to students' 
current needs. It was tested successfully in “Sava 
Dobroplodni” Secondary School in Shumen with 
three teachers and 44 students from two classes.

Other projects
We had the pleasure of bringing joy to many children 
in the town of Svoge by supporting the staging of a 
musical based on the fairy tale “The Stolen Sun” 
performed by ten talented children from the Little 
Monkeys vocal studio at the Gradishte Community 
Centre in Svoge.

In addition, over the past year we continued our 
support for the development of the jobs of the future 
in school together with Telerik School Academy, the 
Bulgarian Fulbright Commission for Educational 
Exchange and the Centre for Creative Training’s 
Space Camp Programme.

1240

16
Number of 

Projects 
Supported: 

Number of Direct 
Beneficiaries: 

8

379,836 BGN Total 
Expenditure: 

391
6 364

education
practitioners
parents

4 176 children

14 schools

80+
3

locations

kindergartens

2022
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The key focus in 2022 was quality content 
generation within the strategic framework. The 
implemented projects aligned with the strategic 
aims and added value to the preservation of 
Bulgarian cultural heritage, the promotion of local 
economic development through cultural initiatives, 
the equal access to art and culture, and the nurturing 
of young Bulgarian artists. 
Whether independently, through partnerships with 
cultural institutions, or in collaboration with other 
private donors, the Foundation supported the 
implementation of 16 landmark projects offering 
both innovation, rare scale and depth of production.
The funded initiatives reveal potential in performing 
arts, visual arts, moviemaking, cultural heritage 
preservation, and the fostering of young artists’ 
talents.

Art Rainbow - Children's TV Series

The Wall - Graffiti Art Installation at the National 
Gallery (Kvadrat 500)

BAZA-2022 Contemporary Art Award

Blagoevgrad Theatre's platform for the 
development of emerging actors

Teen Station Youth Media Platform

Refurbishment and renovation of the exposition at 
Hadjidimitrov's house, part of the Panagyurishte 
History Museum

Free Fall - Contemporary dance performance 
co-produced by Toplocentrala Centre for 
Contemporary Arts

A Place Called Elsewhere – theatre show

The 19th edition of the In the Palace International 
Short Film Festival

A pilot project promoting Bulgaria as an attractive 
film production location 

Art Corridor Residency Program

The 14th edition of Masters of Photography, 
featuring the artworks of Andres Serrano

Тhe 2nd edition of the Fund for Art Projects by 
Women Artists competition

Echo - short film project

568,521 BGN 
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Number of 
Projects 

Supported: 

Number of Direct 
Beneficiaries: 

Total 
Expenditure: 



Colorectal Cancer - Screening and Prevention 
Program
Last year marked the beginning of the Pilot 
campaign for colon cancer prevention and 
screening organised and funded by the Lachezar 
Tsotsorkov Foundation. Launched in Sofia on 
September 5th with the slogan "Together Against 
Colon Cancer" the campaign aimed at helping 
hundreds of thousands of Bulgarians gain access to 
free screening tests for early detection of the 
insidious disease.

The key priorities of the Foundation's Healthcare 
Program are: to lay the foundations of a regular 
prevention and screening programme for colorectal 
cancer in Bulgaria; to diagnose risk groups as early 
as possible so as to allow for successful treatment; 
to reduce treatment costs and improve the quality of 
life and life expectancy of Bulgarians.

The "Together Against Colon Cancer'' campaign is 
the first step towards national screening. It was 
carried out with the partnership of the Bulgarian 
Cancer Scientific Society and was supported by a 
board of renowned experts in medical oncology, 
surgical oncology and gastroenterology - Prof. 
Galina Kurteva, MD, PhD, Prof. Panayot Kurtev, MD, 
PhD, and Prof Krum Katsarov, MD, PhD.

"Together Against Colon Cancer" was supported by a 
large-scale media campaign in Sofia which ensured 
wide reach of the target audience. 
During the four-months period of the campaign  in 
2022 nearly 4,000 occult blood screening tests 
were made, with 13% of them being positive and 
referred for further medical consultation.

Legal framework

The Lachezar Tsotsorkov Foundation welcomes the 
amendment of Ordinance No. 8 on Preventive 
Examinations. Since September 2022 occult blood 
screening tests have been added as mandatory 
health checks at GP’s practices for adults, who are 
considered high risk for developing rectosigmoid 
colon cancer.
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In 2022, we once again collaborated with our 
partners from last year, the Association for Shared 
Learning ELA and the Together We Can Foundation, 
who are fully committed to bringing together 
children from different cultural communities and 
improving the quality of life of children with 
disabilities.

The Association for Shared Learning ELA's 
traditional summer camp brought together 59 
children of different cultural, religious and social 
backgrounds from the villages of Slashten, 
Medkovets and Gorna Malina. 

The Together We Can Foundation enhanced its 
capacity to provide therapy to children with physical 
disabilities. Thanks to ambassador Iva Doychinova, 
greater publicity was also given to the Achilles Horse 
Riding Club and the role of horses in children's 
therapy. 34 children aged 3 to 16 received 
specialised therapy by the Together We Can 
Foundation and the Achilles Horse Riding Club.

In the end of the year, the Lachezar Tsotsorkov 
Foundation completed its Strategy to support the 
efforts of all juvenile justice stakeholders in 
Bulgaria, based on four guiding principles:

respect for the child and their feelings and 
experiences within the justice system;

ensuring child-friendly proceedings for children 
victims and witnesses of violence and overall 
adequate protection and treatment of children 
throughout their contact with the justice system;

ensuring fair treatment for children in conflict with 
the law, referral to alternative forms and methods of 
intervention;

integrating a child-friendly approach into adults' 
professional roles.

The Strategy was drawn up following over 25 
consultations with lawyers, representatives of 
non-governmental organizations, professional 
associations and other practitioners in addition to 
the standard documents review. Children involved in 
court proceedings in different capacities also 
contributed to the priorities outlined. The experiences 
and opinions of children who have already been 
involved in court proceedings were heard during 
interviews conducted by a specialist.

In 2023, a call for funding for juvenile justice 
initiatives and activities in Bulgaria will be launched.

93 children

BGN 57,2312

112022

Child protection
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In 2022, the Foundation together with the Bulgarian 
Donors Forum, initiated a series of meetings within the 
Capacity Building in the Non-Governmental Sector 
initiative. Donor NGOs shared experiences and ideas 
on capacity building through operational financing, 
investment in human capital, empowerment of civil 
organizations, donor collaborations, etc. The meetings 
were attended by the Trust for Social Achievement, the 
Bulgarian Fund for Women, the Open Society Institute 
in Sofia, the Workshop for Civic Initiatives Foundation, 
UNICEF, BCause Foundation, America for Bulgaria 
Foundation, The Dokova and Dokov for the Future 
Foundation, the MOTT Foundation, The Oak 
Foundation, The Partnering Initiative, as well as 
representatives of UniCredit Bulbank, VIVACOM, and 
A1.

We also laid the foundations for a digital resource 
bank where donor organizations and beneficiaries 
can find free templates for organisational, 
programmatic, financial, accounting, and other 
purposes.

We conducted one independent and one 
collaborative training:
Communication for Sustainable Relationships, 
jointly with Telerik School Academy
Human-Centred Design: Sustainability Through 
Focus on People

Fostering Philanthropy
Along with our support to the Tsotsorkov Family 
Foundation, the Lachezar Tsotsorkov Foundation 
held the Give Wings to the Good campaign for the 
second year in a row. The 2021 award winners 
joined forces with partners and likeminded friends 
to help identify the benefactors in our society 
selflessly dedicated to developing culture, education, 
healthcare, animal care, the environment, social 
support, disaster protection, etc. We are pleased to 
have the courier company SPEEDY as this year's 
campaign partner who sent the letters to the 
winners free of charge.

54 ‘invisible heroes’ from all over Bulgaria received 
the accolade:
   43 individual awards of 3000 BGN.
   2 individual awards of 1500 BGN.
   9 individual awards of 600 BGN.

Total donation amount: 137 400 BGN 
Most winners chose to donate their awards to the 
causes for which they had been nominated.
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"I highly appreciate this honour. It helps me move 
on with more hope and positivity."

Bozhidar Emanuilov

“

"The money will go towards upcoming trainings. I'm 
not sure I would have continued otherwise. Today, 

however, I believe we will succeed in raising further 
money for the next three months and will be able to 

teach Bulgarian to another 100 Ukrainians." 

Valentina Ivanova

“

55

BGN 149,930

Sectoral support

Number of Direct 
Beneficiaries: 

Total 
Expenditure: 
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Team

Dimtar Tsotsorkov
Board of Directors

Velislava Tsotsorkova
Board of Directors

Atanaska Tsotsorkova
Board of Directors

Joanna Marinova
Executive Director

Dimitrina Papagalska
Operations Manager

Svetla Tsachevska
Program Manager, Culture

Marieta Gecheva
Program Manager,

Child Protection

Elena Djambazova
Program Manager, Healthcare

Miglena Nikiforova
Progect Director,

Social and Emotional Education

Blagoy Tsitselkov
Program Manager,

Education
Communication Specialist
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